09 December 2021
RE: Review Letter for Shakeeva Botagoz

To whom it may concern:

I am the international advisor for Ms. Botagoz Shakeeva, who has recently completed her doctoral
dissertation manuscript entitled "Kazakh ethnicity in the context of the formation of the national
identity of Kazakhstan (Kazaxckast 3THHYHOCTb B KOHTEKCTE (POPMUPOBAHUH HALMOHAIBHOM
naeHtuyHocTH Kasaxcrana) for the Department of Political Sciences at Al-Farabi KazNU. I met with
Ms. Shekeeva several times to discuss her project design and arguments while she was a visiting
student at my institution, Pitzer College, in Los Angeles, Cahfomla (USA). We have also kept in
touck. over email and by phone since that time.

The contemporary role of clans and informal relationships in Kazakhstan is of particular interest in
relation to the question of nation building. Ms. Shakeeva’s dissertation raises the crucial question of
the historical legacies and sources of Kazakh identity in the national leadership’s attempts to create a
successful state following the collapse of the USSR. Kazakhstan represents a unique case in that during
the Soviet period, the Kazakh SSR underwent significant russification, including the influx of
Russian/Slavic populations and the marginalization of Kazakh language in education and professional
life. Today, nearly 25 years after independence, government policy continues to be impacted by this
history.

The strength of the dissertation is threefold: It merges 1) theoretical grounding in local scholarship and
Western political theory with 2) Ms. Shakeeva's close contextual knowledge of the country’s post-
Soviet social and political realities. In addition, 3) Ms. Shakeeva has conducted and drawn upon an
array of research methods for the dissertation. Let me break down these three components in detail.
What is particularly impressive is Ms. Shakeeva's knowledge of the English-language theoretical
literature on clans, informal poltics, and state building. In addition to a strong theoretical foundation,
the dissertation compares Kazakhstani sources, including major public figures in the debate over
identity and the state. The dissertation also builds upon the impressive scholarship of local scholars
who have studied this issue in depth.

Last but certainly not least, the dissertation’s data and empirical evidence include results of public
opinion surveys, primary sources in Russian and Kazakh languages; secondary sources/scholarship in
Russian, Kazakh, and English; and other qualitative and quantitative methods.

Ms. Shakeeva’s dissertation thus accomplishes the complex work of a scholar: She places her
argument and contribution within the broader literature on nation identity in general and the
Kazakhstan case in particular; to do so, she draws on well-known international and Kazakhstani
scholarship; and she applies diverse data to demonstrate empirically her arguments. I believe that this



a

approach represents a valuable contribution to political science. Based on her writing and analytical
skills, she will be able to make a significant impact as an academic in Kazakhstan, as well as
internationally. Indeed, in a recent article published in English, Ms. Shakeeva demonstrates great
promise in reaching a wide audience of scholars and students who share her research interests.

If you have any questions or desire further information, please do not hesitate to contact me at
barbara.junisbai@pitzer.edu. Thank you.

Sincerely,

”

Barbara Junisbai, PhD

Associate Professor of Organizational Studies
Pitzer College

https: www.pitzer.edu/academics/faculty/barbara-junisbai/
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Ct3wiB s LlakeeBoit Boraros

[lo mecty TpeboBanus:

S SBASAIOCH 3apyOeKHBIM KOHCYJBTAHTOM I-kH Botaros IllakeeBoii. KOTOpasi HeIaBHO

3aBCplInNIa CBOIO JOKTOPCKYIO JauccepTauuio Ha Temy «Kasaxkasi STHMYHOCTD B KOHTEKCTE
(opmupoBanus HaunoHanbHOM MaeHTMuHOCTM Kasaxcramay uis Kadeapbl MOJUTONOrMKU M
nonurtudeckux Hayk KasHY umenn Anb-®apabu. 51 Heckosibko pa3 BcTpeuanach € I-XOM
[llakeeBo#t, 4TOGBI OOCYAUTE €€ ANUCCEPTALMIO, KOTIa OHA Oblia NPUralieHHON JOKTOPAHTKOM B
[Turuep Konnemxe, B Jloc-Anmkenece, wrara Kanudopuus (CILIA). C Tex nop Msl Takxke
MOJICPKUBACM CBSI3b 110 3IEKTPOHHOM 1N0UTE U 110 TefeoHy.
Hannune knanos u HedopmanbHbIX 0OTHOWIEHUI B coBpemeHHom Kazaxcrane npejcTaBiseT 0coOblit
MHTEPEC B CBA3M C BOMPOCOM HALMOHANBLHOIO CTpouTenbeTBa. Jluccepraums r-xu lllakeesoii
MOJIHAMAET BAXHEHIIMHA BONPOC 00 MCTOPMYECKOM HACACAMM M MCTOUHMKAX Ka3axcKoii
HACHTUYHOCTH B MOMbITKAX HALMOHABLHOIO PYKOBOJCTBA CO3/aTh YCMEIIHOE FOCY1apCTBO MOCI]E
pacnaga CCCP. Kasaxcran npeacraBnser co6oil yHUKaIbHbII cilyyail B TOM, YTO B COBETCKHIi
nepuon  Kasaxckas CCP  nperepriena 3nauntenbHyio pycuduKalmio, BKIOYas MPUTOK
PYCCKOTrO/CIaBAHCKOrO HACENEHHWs M MAaprUHANM3alMI0 Ka3aXCKOro f3bika B o0pa3oBaHUHU U
npogeccuoHanbHo# xu3Hu. Cerous, cnycts noutu 25 et noce 00peTeHus He3aBUCUMOCTH, JTa
MCTOPUS NPOJOJIKACT BJIMATL HA MOJUTHUKY NPaBUTELCTBA.

Tpn 3Haunmele acnexTbl muccepraumu: 1) ymenoe couetanue 3anaaHoil MOJIHTHYECKOMN TEOPHUH C
TCOPUSMHM  OTEYECTBEHHOW HAyKW; 2) BIajJeHUE 3HAHMEM O TMOCTCOBETCKMX COLMAIBHBIX M
MOJTUTUYECKUX peannii ctpanbl. Kpome Toro, 3) r-xa [llakeesa nposea u ucnoss3osana psi METO/I0B
HeeneoBanns Ans anccepraini. [1o3BosbTe MHe 10po6HO pa3obpaTh 3TH TPU KOMIOHEHTA.

Hro ocobeHHO BreuaTssieT, Tak 3To 3HaHWe r-koil [llakeeBoi aHIIOA3BIYHOIN TEOPETHYECKO I
UTEPaTypbl NO KJaHaMm, He(pOPMaTbHON MOJIUTHKE W FOCYAAPCTBEHHOMY cTpouTebeTBy. [lomumo
NPOYHOI TeOpeTHYeCcKOi 6a3bl, B IMCCEPTALIMM CONOCTABAIOTCSA KA3aXCTAHCKHE UCTOYHUKH, B TOM
4HCIIe KPYMHBIX OOLIECTBEHHBIX JesTeNe B copax 00 UACHTHYHOCTH U rocyaapctse. Jluccepraims
TAKAKE OMMPACTCA HA SHAYUMbIC MCC/IE/I0BAHUS OTEUECTBEHHBIX YUEHBIX, KOTOPbIE ITyGOKO M3YUHIH
3TOT BOIpOC.

15| MOCJICAHEEC, HO HE MEHEE BaXKHOE: JaHHbIe AACCEPTALLMH U OMITUPUYECKHE JAHHbIE BKJIFOYAKOT
pe3yJibTaTbl ONPOCOB OGIHCCTB@HHOFO MHEHHUS, NMEPBUYHbIE UCTOYHUKH Ha PYCCKOM M KazaxCKOM
A3bIKaxX: BTOPHUYHbIC HCTO‘-IHHKI/I/Hay‘-lele HUCCJIEJIOBAHUSA HA PYCCKOM, Ka3axXCKOM U aHIJIMHCKOM
A3bIKAX: U IpYrue€ Ka4YeCTBEHHbIE U KOJTUUYECTBEHHbIE MECTOIbI.

Takum 06pa30M, r-ka Illakeesa 3aBEpLInJIa CI0XKHYIO HUCCJIE10BATEIILCKYIO pa60Ty: €€ auccepraums
BK/IFOYAaeT 00O0CHOBaHHbIE ApryMeHTbl W ABJISIETCA BKJIAaA0OM B MCCIEN0BAHUE HallMOHAJIbHOM



uaeHtnyHoctT B KaszaxcraHe; 111 9TOro OHa OMUPAETC HA M3BECTHBIC MEXKIYHAPO/JHbIE i
Ka3aXCTAHCKME WCCIEJOBAHMSA; W TPUMEHSET pa3HOOOpu3HbIe JaHHblE, YTOObI IMIMPUYECKH
MPO/IEMOHCTPUPOBATH CBOW apryMeHThI. SI cuMTalo, UTo STOT NOJXO/L NPe/ICTaBIseT CO00i LeHHbIN
BKJIAJl B MOJIUTONIOrMI0. OCHOBBIBAsCH HA CBOM MCCIIEI10BATE/IbCKUE U aHATIMTHYECKHE COCOOHOCTH,
OHa CMOXET OKa3aTh 3HAUYMTENIbHOE BJMsAHME Kak yueHblii B KazaxcraHe, a Taikke M Ha
MEKLyHapoAHOM ypoBHe. JleHCTBUTEbHO, B HElaBHEN CTaThe, Onmy0JIMKOBAHHON HA aHrJIMHCKOM
s3blKe; r-ka lllakeeBa 1eMOHCTPUPYET 0OJIbILIME HAAEK bl HA OXBAT LUMPOKOW ayIMTOPUH YUCHBIX U
CTYJIEHTOB, pa3/Ie/IfIoLUINX €€ UCCIIEI0BATEILCKUE HHTEPECHI.

Ecan y Bac ecTh Kakue-nubo BOMPOCHI WM Bbl XOTUTE MOJIYUMTh JOMOJHUTENILHYIO HH(POPMALHIO,
rnoKanyicra, He CTeCHANTeCH oOpaluaTbes Ko MHe 110 ajapecy barbara junisbai@pitzer.edu. Cnacu6o.

Mckpenne

/noonuce/

bapbapa Xyuucbaii, PhD

AccounupoBaHHbIi npogdeccop
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